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Heifer and steer dressed weights have not 50 Year Seasonal Index of Difference Between Steer and Heifer Dressed
followed the normal seasonal pattern in 2020. Weights
The summer lows that typically occur in both 12
classes was largely absent. The Fall would 115
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dressed weights, however, has mirrored normal 0.9 ——10 Year Index
behavior. Using a calculated seasonal index for 0.85
the last 50 years, the variability between the two 0.8
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year seasonal index, weight differences between
steers and heifers have grown larger in summer
months. to 82 pounds higher. Relative to the last 10 years this would
The graph below shows the 10 year weight difference. Steers still be within a normal range, in part because August weights
outweigh heifer carcasses, on average, between 57 to 78 are more variable relative to each other. o
pounds. Weight differences are much smaller in the first quarter This Increase oyer_the 'a_St seyeral weeks |nd|cates. that
of the year and rise in late summer. This year it appears that dressed weights will likely rise with seasonal tendencies
steer and heifer weights were diverging to a greater degree through the remainder of the year. Feedlots still have over-fed
before the pandemic, well outside one standard deviation of the cattle lingering in feedlots. Daily average fed cattle slaughter in
last 10 years and moved closer through the pandemic. September is estimated to be 3.8% higher than last year, but is
The weekly data for August showed steer weights have compared to weeks following the Holcomb, KS processing plant

advanced significantly relative to heifer weights, ranging from 74  fire a year ago. Dressed weights, as a result will continue to be
large but heifer and steer weights are likely to move in step.

STEER DRESSED WEIGHT

Federally Inspected, Weekly AVERAGE DRESSED WEIGHT DIFFERENCE STEERS &
Pounds
4 HEIFERS
9%0“" S Federally Inspected, Monthly
85
80
75
70
65
60
55
50
JAN MAR MAY JuL SEP NOV
@m» Avg. 2014-18 ++¢+2019 ===2020
eswAverage 2009-2018 +«+«1STDDEV ===1STDDEV = 2019 e 2020
Data Source: USDA-AMS & USDA-NASS Ss1s Data Source: USDA-NASS o
Livestock Marketing Information Center 08/20/20

Livestock Marketing Information Center

! The Daily Livestock Report is made possible with support from readers like you. If you enjoy this report, find it valuable
A and would like to sustain it going forward, consider becoming a contributor. Just go to www.DailyLivestockReport.com
. to contribute by credit card or send your check to The Daily Livestock Report, P.O. Box 4872, Manchester, NH 03018

Thank you for your support!
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