
Join Us for the Largest Ranching Event of the Year
TSCRA will be hosting the 2018 Cattle Raisers Convention March 23 to 25 at the Fort Worth Convention Center and you’re 
invited! Listen to discussions of state and national issues, learn new skills to improve your ranch management, shop 
the largest ranching expo in the region and enjoy live music, entertainment and fantastic meals. For more information, 
schedules, registration and housing options, visit cattleraisersconvention.com.
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Cattle Raisers Expo
This year will feature the largest Expo in the history of 

the Cattle Raisers Convention. With acres of equipment, 
technology and information under one roof, it’s a true 
showcase of the latest and greatest from the region’s leading 
agribusiness companies. From our indoor shooting range to 
world-class exhibitors, the Expo has something for everyone.

New for 2018
Livestock Handling Workshop: A special Thursday night 

workshop featuring in-depth livestock handling instruction 
from stockmanship and stewardship expert Curt Pate.

Ranch-to-Retail Workshop: A special Friday night 
workshop showcasing how beef carcasses are transformed 
into the retail cuts valued by consumers.

Information for Your Operation
Industry experts will deliver relevant updates on issues 

that have a direct impact on your cattle operation:
• Washington, D.C., Legislative Update
• CattleFax Market Outlook
• NAFTA and International Trade
• Changing Consumer Preferences
• Update on Eminent Domain Reform

Get Motivated
Be inspired by the unique perspectives of our opening 

and closing session speakers:
• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue (invited) will 

provide his perspective on the state of U.S. agriculture.
• John O’Leary, author and motivational speaker, will 

inspire attendees with his presentation, The Power of 
One: How One Attitude, One Action and One Person Can 
Change the World.

• Nick Adams, CEO of the Foundation for Liberty and 
American Greatness, will discuss efforts to ensure that 
the next generation of American leaders understands 
what it means to be an American.

Have Fun
• Cattle Raisers Dinner and Dance: A delicious meal and 

entertainment from Jake Hooker and Summer Dean will 
bookend the TSCRA PAC Live Auction.

• Welcome Reception: Catch up with old friends and make 
new friends while enjoying drinks and great beef in the 
Cattle Raisers Expo.

• Cow Camp: Young cattle raisers 
will have a blast at the Cattle Raisers 
Museum.

www.cattleraisersconvention.com                #CattleRaisers2018

March 23 to 25
Fort Worth Convention Center



TSCRA EVENT CALENDAR
You Are Welcome to Attend! 

Jan. 11-14: Fort Worth Stock Show Ranching 
Heritage Weekend, Fort Worth

Jan. 12-Feb. 3: Fort Worth Stock Show & 
Rodeo, Fort Worth

Jan. 13: TSCRA Ranch Gathering at the Fort 
Worth Stock Show and Rodeo, Fort Worth

Jan. 16: Ranching 101 – Cattle Nutrition,
Fort Worth

Jan. 19: Matagorda County Cattlemen’s 
Association Regional Cattlemen’s Workshop,
Bay City

Mar. 23-25: Cattle Raisers Convention and 
Expo, Fort Worth

TSCRA MEMBERS 
ask about discounts from  

the following partners!

TSCRA Represented on Texas Beef Council
TSCRA Directors Austin Brown 

III and Kelley Sullivan have been 
named to the board of directors 
for the Texas Beef Council (TBC) 
and the Beef Promotion Research 
Council of Texas (BPRCT). This 
is Brown’s sixth term on the 
board and Sullivan’s second. Both 
represent Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association (TSCRA) 
Board members’ terms coincide with TBC’s fiscal year that began Oct. 1, 2017.

The checkoff boards establish the budget and ultimately decide which demand-
building programs receive checkoff funding collected under the national and state 
beef checkoff programs. The board consists entirely of beef producers providing 
representation of the state through organization affiliation.

Brown serves on the executive and beef resources committees. The executive 
committee is responsible for overseeing board decisions and speaking on behalf 
of Texas beef producers when necessary. The beef resources committee approves 
and evaluates checkoff-funded beef quality assurance programs, producer 
communications, issues and reputation management, research projects and 
export programs conducted in partnership with the U.S. Meat Export Federation 
(USMEF).

Sullivan serves on the domestic marketing committee. This committee approves 
and evaluates checkoff-funded programs in the areas of retail and foodservice 
outreach, consumer marketing, media relations, and nutrition and health outreach.

BQA Tip of the Month: Weather Stress
Weather stress from cold temperatures along with wind, rain, and snow can 

be reduced with proper management. Cattle that are in a body condition score of 
6 or greater handle cold weather better because the extra condition (i.e. fat) helps 
insulate them. Making sure cattle have access to either a natural (e.g. wooded 
area, hill, etc.) or man-made windbreak will also reduce stress. Reducing weather 
stress will decrease the number of calories that cattle burn to keep warm and 
will help them come through the winter in better condition.

Are you a certified Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) producer? If you’re not, the 
training is free and available online and in person at select meetings across the 
state. Visit texasbeefquality.com for more information.

Indictments Handed Down in Livestock Theft Case
A Mason County man was formally indicted Dec. 13 on two counts of theft 

of livestock, stemming from a Nov. 2015 incident in Hamilton County which led 
to an investigation by TSCRA Special Ranger Marvin C. Wills.

The suspect, Jim H. Schmidt, 50, is accused of purchasing sheep and goats, 
worth just under $100,000 from the Hamilton Commission Company. Schmidt 
allegedly passed a bad check as payment. Schmidt was taken into custody in 
March 2017 and booked into the Mills County Jail. He was later released on a 
$50,000 bond.

The case was forwarded to Hamilton County District Attorney Adam Sibley, 
who secured the indictments. If convicted, for each count, Schmidt could face 
two to 10 years in state prison and a fine of up to $10,000.

Austin Brown III Kelley Sullivan


